ABSTRACT
The first serious attempt to study the collection in detail and prepare a complete list of the same was carried out by us between 1995 and 1996 resulting in unpublished documentation present in the NHM.OU (Srinivasulu et al., 1996) . The prepared list derives information basically from the tags attached to the specimens and the reports published on the Hyderabad State Ornithological Survey published in five parts in the Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society (Volumes 36 & 37) in 1933 and 1934 . Beside these reports and mention about the proceedings of the survey in Ali (1985) , there exists no authentic written or published information on this collection.
BRIEF NOTE ON HYDERABAD STATE ORNITHOLOGICAL SURVEY
Late Dr. Salim Ali started his monumental work on birds of the Indian subcontinent after having realized that the information regarding the bird life of the region is too scarce and undertook systematic bird surveys in the then 'Princely States' and selected regions of the then 'Provinces' under British regime. He kick started his studies after successful deliberations with the higher officials in Hyderabad State to permit and fund his project on documentation of bird diversity of the state. The project came to be known as the Hyderabad State Ornithological Survey that was carried out between October 1931 and April 1932. Brief particulars of the localities from where the birds were collected during the Survey are provided below. For further details refer .
CATALOGUE
We have arranged the collection according to the taxonomic classification of birds following Ali & Ripley (1987) . Scientific and common names follow Manakadan & Pittie (2001) up to species level. Scientific nomen of subspecies is following Ripley (1982) . For convenience, the collection was numbered according to the families. The first line for each entry in the present Catalogue includes Ripley's Synopsis number (see Ripley, 1982) ; current valid scientific name with the author name and year, and the common name. The second line includes the original names as given by Salim Ali (marked SA, if they differed from the currently accepted nomen) and other nomen (marked O, nomen either valid to the subspecies in concern or alternative common nomen of the concerned taxon). The third line includes Natural History Museum registration number, original collection number in parenthesis, and details on sex of the specimen, date of collection and place of collection. Other details about the specimen provided by Salim Ali present on tags and also from his reports (Ali, 1933a, b, c; 1934a, b) are provided under the head 'Remarks'.
CONCLUSION
In total, about 750 specimens belonging to around 293 taxa (species and subspecies) were collected during the Hyderabad State Ornithological Survey that spanned for about five months conducted in two bouts (one each in 1931 and 1932 
